
„OVIDIUS” UNIVERSITY CONSTANŢA 

DOCTORAL SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY  

FIELD OF PhD  THEOLOGY  

 

 

PhD THESIS 

BRIEF 

 

 

  

               PhD supervisor: 

IPS. PROF. UNIV. DR. TEODOSIE PETRESCU 

  

   

                                                                                 

           PhD:  

  Pr. COJOCARU N. A. Ciprian Ioan  

 

  

CONSTANŢA, 2014 



2 

 

„OVIDIUS” UNIVERSITY CONSTANŢA 

DOCTORAL SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY  

FIELD OF PhD  THEOLOGY  

 

 

 

 

 

MARRIAGE AS AN OLD TESTAMENT 

INSTITUTION, THE HOLY MISTERY IN THE 

NEW TESTAMENT AND PRESENT  

   

  

                

               PhD supervisor: 

IPS. PROF. UNIV. DR. TEODOSIE PETRESCU 

  

    

                              PhD:  

                        Pr. COJOCARU N. A. Ciprian Ioan  

  

 

  

CONSTANŢA, 2014 
                       

 



3 

 

SUMMARY 

 

INTRODUCTION ………………………………...........………………………….. p. 8 

 

PART I 

MARRIAGE AFTER THE HOLY SCRIPTURE TEACHING 

CHAPTER I 

MARRIAGE, DIVINE INSTITUTION DURING THE OLD TESTAMENT........................ p. 18 

1. Term „marriage” after the Mosaic Law......................................................... p. 18 

2. The primordial dimension of marriage, the fullness of the created human ......... p.21 

3. Characteristics of the link between man and woman in Eden: indissolubility, 

monogamy, purity and holiness...........................................................................p. 25 

4. Engagement and marriage types during Old Testament between free men, slaves 

and levirate.........................................................................................................p. 27 

5. The marriage institution functions in biblical times.............................................p. 31 

a. Social function...............................................................................p. 32 

b. Religious function..........................................................................p. 32 

c. Cultic function...............................................................................p. 32 

d. Prophetic function...........................................................................p. 33 

6. Conditions and impediments for marriage in the Old Testament.........................p. 33 

                    a. Nationality - religion............................................................................p. 34 

                    b. Consanguinity and close degree relatives............................................p. 34 

                    c. The daughter’s marriage, as sole heir..................................................p. 35 

                    d. The priests marriage............................................................................p. 35 



4 

 

                    e. Prisoners marriage...............................................................................p. 35 

                     f. Remarriage of divorced.......................................................................p. 36 

                     g.The incestuous marriage......................................................................p. 36 

7. Divine origin of marriage and its importance after the Old Testament........ p. 37 

 

 

CHAPTER II 

MARRIAGE, STATE, SOCIAL MEDIAINVOLVEMENT AND CONSEQUENCES IN THE 

OLD TESTAMENT................................................................................................................... p. 42 

1. The women conditions in the social environment of the Old Testament............ p. 42 

2. Children and their education after the the Mosaic Law rules...............................p.48 

a. Number of children - Curse or Blessing...........................................................p. 48 

b. The nursing mothers..........................................................................................p. 49 

c. Boy or girl, birthright.........................................................................................p. 50 

d. Naming the child ...............................................................................................p. 50 

e. Growth and intellectual formation of children...................................................p. 51 

f. Parental authority over children .........................................................................p. 53 

g. The duties of children towards their parents in the light of Scripture ..............p. 54 

h. Early marriage, precautionary measure moraly and socialy..............................p. 57 

3. The widows situation of in the context of the old Law  .................................. p. 58 

4. The dismantling of the family because of the sins and divorce............................p. 60 

a. Committing a sin against marriage and the family.................................p. 60  

b. Divorce - a tolerated practice and not normative after the the Mosaic 

law......................................................................................................p. 68 

 

 

 



5 

 

PART II 

MARRIAGE - THE HOLY MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH THROUGH 

MARRIAGE 

CHAPTER III 

MARRIAGE IN THE LIGHT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT................................................p. 74 

1. Marriage in the four Holy Gospels of the New Testament canon....................p.74 

2. Marriage in the Epistles of Saint Paul ............................................................ p.77 

3. The wedding of Cana in Galilee (John 2, 1-11) .............................................. p. 85 

4. Superiority of Christian marriage to the Jewish............................................... p. 87 

 

 

CHAPTER IV 

MARRIAGE AND RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FAMILY MEMBERS IN THE NEW 

TESTAMENT......................................................................................................................p. 92 

1. The ”house” members  of the New Testament................................................p.92 

2. The husband - wife relationship in the family............................................... p.94 

3. Taking responsibility by parents for their children ....................................... p.97 

4. The children duties towards the parents............................................................... p. 100 

 

CHAPTER V 

MARRIAGE, LIVING TOGETHER IN THE SACRED SPACE..............................................p. 103 

1.  The raising of Matrimony at the holy Mystery step............................................ p. 103 

2.  The relationship between Christ and the Church, icon of spouses living together in the 

sanctity of marriage...................................................................................... p. 112 

3.  Marriage way of self perfection and holiness in unitary two...........................p. 122 



6 

 

4.  The birth of babies as divine purpose.............................................................. p. 128 

5.  Love, mysterious element, the foundation of marriage......................................... p. 131 

6. The married Saints, conjugal models on the way of salvation................................p. 136 

 

CHAPTER VI 

PURPOSE AND SUMMARY OF CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE..........................…......……......p. 140 

1. Love, mutual respect, dedication and loyalty in marriage.............................. p. 140 

2. Mutual, unconditionally support of the Christian wife....................................... p. 144 

3. Marriage, weapon against fornication............................................................ p. 145 

4. The spouses efforts for the same purposes......................................................... p. 148 

5. Mutual aid and communion of spouses and children................................... p. 153 

 

 

 

PART III  

MARRIAGE IN PRESENT 

CHAPTER VII 

MARRIAGE AS THE FOUNDATION OF CHRISTIAN FAMILIES.................................. p. 160 

1. The Christian family, church through the sacrament of marriage................... p. 160 

2. The Christian Marriage in the Universal reality................................................. p. 167 

3. Christian Marriage in the current climate........................................................... p. 172 

4. Mixed Marriages.......................................................................................... p. 177 

5. Impediments to marriage.............................................................................. p. 185 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

 

 

CHAPTER VIII 

CURRENT CHALLENGES AGAINST MARRIAGE …........………………..……............ p. 187 

1. Adultery, "marital inhumanity".................................................................. p. 187 

2. Divorce the unit destruction and its consequences......................................p. 189 

3. Second marriage .........................................................................................p. 195 

4. Abortion, killing communion..................................................................... p. 196 

5. Contraception, the real cause of infertility................................................... p. 201 

6. Prostitution, serious spiritual alienation...................................................... p. 204 

7. Homosexuality, the path to the ending of Sodom and Gomorrah................. p. 211 

8. Pedophilia ................................................................................................... p. 218 

 

 

CHAPTER IX 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHRIST AND THE CHURCH AS TYPE OF BOND BETWEEN 

MAN AND WOMAN …………………………………………….……………….....……….. p. 220 

 

 

 

CHAPTER  X 

MARRIAGE TO CHRISTIANS AND ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH ROMANIAN PEOPLE'S 

TRADITION ………………………………………...……...………………………....……….p. 230 

1. The need of marriage...........................................................................................p. 231 

2. The definition of marriage...........................................................................................p. 236 

3. Aspects regarding the Founder of marriage.................................................................p. 236 

4. Grooms, as beneficiaries of the sacrament of marriage...............................................p. 236 

5. Conditions to be fulfilled and obstacles.......................................................................p. 239 

6. Engagement..................................................................................................................p. 242 



8 

 

7. Form of committing Marriage......................................................................................p. 243 

8. The effects of marriage on spouses and their descendants...........................................p. 245 

9. Ideal family image.......................................................................................................p. 246  

10. Pain from the passions of either of the spouses.........................................................p. 249  

11. Relations between relatives........................................................................................p. 251 

12. Spouses divorce..........................................................................................................p. 252 

13. Remarriage of divorced or widowed..........................................................................p. 253 

14. Wedding habits...........................................................................................................p. 253 
 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS ........................................................................................................... p. 255 

REFERENCES ........................................................................................................ p. 264 

CURRICULLUM VITAE .................................................................................... p. 280 

DECLARATION OF HONESTY.................................................................. p. 283 



9 

 

KEYWORDS 

Marriage 

Man 

Woman 

Children 

Institution 

Holy Mystery 

Holy Matrimony 



10 

 

BRIEF 

  

The Holy Scripture is "the book by excellence"(„le livre par excellence”) that it reveals God 

to the humans to acquire full communion between God and man (men and woman), vertically, and 

between man and woman, horizontally. Marriage, it can be said, that it is the communion with the 

divine-human.  

The Holy Scripture reveals continuous, from Genesis to Revelation, the marriage secrets, its 

divine origin and foundation, well as the importance and purpose given by God Himself. Marriage 

is divinely intervening with the human. 

The findings related to marriage, from the Holy Scripture is the content of the divine 

revelation, having absolute religious value: "All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 

teaching" (I Timothy 3, 16) 

From the first couple to the present, marriage has been a mysterious and free cooperation 

between the grace of God through His work, andthe human will through its involvement, unto 

salvation.  

The marriage is a dimension of love in both directions, between the Creator and the crown 

creation vertically and between the horizontally crowned, just as the cross. This is the very life of 

humanity, covered of Divine Providence and embrace the mysterious icon between the Saviour 

Groom and the Church Bride. 

The Holy Scripture, through marriage, reveals the interpersonal communion with divinity, the 

marriage being a dimension of love from both sides, well as vertically and horizontally.  

In the Orthodox Church Marriage was fully analyzed , throughout its theological area, in 

scriptural terms, dogmatic, liturgical, spiritual, pastoral-missionary, canonical, moral, 

historical, cultural and social.  

The union of man and woman is divinely since the creation of the full human (Genesis 1, 27, 

Genesis 2, 24; 5, 2, Matthew 19, 4 Mark 10, 6, I Corinthians 7 2, I Timothy 3, 2, 3, 12 and Tit 1, 6.) 

Opposed to the people around them, jews believed that God created Eve from Adam's rib, 

created a being thoughtful making it perfect and entire, like the man, that is rational, able to be 

beside a man in all circumstances of life. The first account of creation(Genesis 1, 26 -30), 

the woman does not appear in a lower plane, in the second(Genesis 2, 7-25) it 
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appears in the end to help the man(Genesis 18, 6, 29, 9, The Exodus 35, 25).  

At the ancient hebrew the marriage was preceded by a covenant between the two future 

spouses called "Engagement"( The Exodus 21, 9; Hosea 2, 21-22, I Maccabees 3, 56; Matthew 1, 

16, 18-20, 24, Luke 27, 2, 2, 5). The ideal primary spousal was however perverted by 

original sin. In the Old Testament it speaks mostly of the natural union of man and 

woman, the human being placed within the species. The Marital relationship is justified 

by procreation in order to ensure the posterity of the chosen people. The Human sin, the 

forefathers sin, as the sins of their followers have deeply affected the marriage bond, between 

what has been the institution of marriage with the intention of the Creator and what it had realy 

become being the most obvious. However it has remained part of what constituted divine wagging 

creaturely primary, of the union between man and woman in marriage. This natural link, though 

weakened in many forms after the fall, through the unfettered egoism and its development, and although 

he lost in the primary state of grace bound, yet it "was not essentially abolished", because "nor human 

nature was not destroyed." The Biblical marriage in its monogamous form, is a man 

permission to coexist with a woman, in order to fulfill the joint of divine creation of this 

institution. 

Although the Old Testament woman was subject to her husband her role grew when she 

became mother , especially a son s mother (Gen. 16, 4, 29, 31, 30, 24).  

Marriages were predominantly monogamous, however, neither the bigamy were a 

rarity (Genesis 22, 20-24, 29, 15-30, 30, 1-9, 36, 6, Deuteronomy 21, 15; I Kings 1, 2, II 

Chronicles 24, 3). "From the beginning" God created the monogamous family(Genesis 1, 

27, 2, 24, I Corinthians 7 2, I Timothy 3, 2, 3, 12 and Titus 1, 6; Matthew 19 3 Mark 10, 2 ). 

Those with a good material condition even afford a large harem(II Kings 3, 2-5, 5, 13, II 

Chron 11, 12, 13, 21, 13, 21, 24, 3; I Kings 11, 3, 20, 3-7, IV Kings 24, 15). The wisdom 

books from the canon of The Holy Scripture designed especially moral training (The proverbs 

of Solomon, the Preacher and the Wisdom of Jesus, son of Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)  evokes the 

joys and difficulties of monogamous families (Wisdom of Solomon 5, 15-20, 18, 22, 19, 13; the 

Preacher 9, 9, Jesus Sirach 25, 13 to 26.18).  

The primary marriage was indissoluble (Genesis 5, 2, Mark 10, 6, I Corinthians 7, 2; 11, 11), 

monogamous (Genesis 1, 27-28, 2, 24, I Corinthians 7 2, I Timothy 3, 2, 3, 12 and Titus 1, 6), 

clean (Genesis 2, 25) and holy (Genesis 1, 28). 
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In the early period there were numerous types of marriage, as follows: between freemen, 

between slaves, between slaves and masters, and delevirat. 

The institution of marriage had social functions(Genesis 4, 9), religious (Exodus 10, 2, 

Deuteronomy 4, 9), worship (Exodus 12, 26-27, 13, from 8.12 to 15) and prophetic (Gen. 24, 7; Gal 

4, 28, 3, 8) 

There were obstacles and conditions for marriage in ancient times based on nationality, 

religion, kinship, as the sole heiress daughter's case, of the priests, and the incestuously. 

Divorces often occurs because adultery. Thus was established the habit "of the parting book" 

(Deuteronomy 24, 1.3, Jeremiah 3, 8, Isaiah 50, 1, Matthew 5, 31, 19, 7, Mark 10, 4). Breaking the 

unity of marriage is permissible, not normative, only for the reason of fornication(Malachi 2, 13-16, 

Matthew 5, 31-32, Mark 10 11-12, Luke 16, 18, Romans 7, 1-3, I Corinthians 7, 39-40). 

Through the coming of Jesus Christ was abolished the law of Moses (Hebrew 7, 12) with the 

"law of faith" (Romans 3, 27). This change was mandatory, established itself as a necessity, that 

mankind can suppress a gracious state by saving and teaching. By His coming, Christ restores the 

bond of marriage between man and woman and rises in the order of grace through participation in 

the wedding at Cana(John 2, 1-11). Jesus Christ presents the need to return to primordial order of 

the family founded through marriage, ruling against polygamy that requires as a collapse of the 

original ordinance, of the monogamous marriage (Matthew 19, 4, Mark 10, 6).  

The Apostle Paul makes frequent references to the institution of marriage, at the family 

members and the relationships between them.
.
 The nations Apostle  base their teaching on the Holy 

Scriptures of the Old Testament and the Gospel, recognizing the divine foundation of marriage and 

family. It is a "gift" of God, as a virgin (Romans 7, 1-3, I Corinthians 7, 1-15, 7, 24-40, 14, 34-35, 

Ephesians 5, 21-33, June 1-5, Colossians 3, 18-21; I Timothy 2, 8-15, 3, 11, 5, 4-15, Titus 2, 1-5). 

The aims of Christian marriage are multiplying, perpetuation and growth of the human race 

(Gen. 1, 28) through the birth of children, mutual support, bearing one another's burdens (Galatians 

6, 2), bodily abstinence (I Corinthians 7, 2), but above all, achieving perfect state of love between 

spouses (Eph. 5, 25, 28, 33, I Corinthians 7, 3). 

Although in the Old Testament, marriage is given a certain sacredness, being only an 

institution, it was raised to the rank of a Mystery only only in the New Testament. The New 

Testament gives Christ the "Groom name" (Matthew 9, 15, Mark 2, 19, Luke 5, 34-35, John 3, 29). 

The moment which the Saviour raised the the marriage to the dignity of a Mystery is that of His 
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participation at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, with his disciples, when He committed His first 

miracle (John 2, 1-11).  

Christ restored the equality between the husband and wife (Galatians 3, 28) through the 

incarnation, life, passion, sacrifice on the cross, death, resurrection, discovering the reality of the 

resurrection to His disciples, His ascension and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost being 

restored the early marriage as the sacrament. In this equality, rebound all, each spouse has their 

own rights and responsibilities that intersect with the rights and responsibilities of other: the right 

to love each other (I Corinthians 7, 3, Ephesians 5, 25, 28, 33), the right and dominion over other 

body (I Corinthians 7, 4), the husband responsibility to take care of his wife as his own body, 

sacrificing himself for her as far as the sacrifice of Christ for the church (Ephesians 5, 25 -28) 

the responsibility of the wife to obey her husband as the Church is subject to Christ (Ephesians 5, 

24, Colossians 3, 18). In Christianity we can not speak of a woman's inferiorization reported to her 

husband, but a willingly submissive obedience of women, perfected by deep love for her husband, 

also proved by Christ's love for His Bride, the Church. Saint Paul s exhortation "Husbands, love 

your wives as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for her"(Ephesians 5.25), is the perfect 

example for husbands. 

The character of mystery of marriage is better expressed by The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 5, 

22-33, which among other things says "This great mystery is : but I speak of Christ and the church" 

(Eph. 5, 32). In the  mentioned text the Apostle speaks of the relationship between man and woman 

in marriage since its creation as a type or figure of the mystical relationship between Christ and the 

Church. Christian spouses, as parts of the mystical body of Christ,  actively participates in the 

mystery of union and love between Christ the Groom and the Church-Bride (Revelation 19, 7.9, 

Matthew 22, 1-14). Christian marriage is a sign and means of sanctification, that is Holy Mystery. 

Christian marriage, although it seems like any other marriage is the fulfillment of the "great 

mystery" (Eph. 5, 32). Mystery in its holiness, it is not above or beside marriage, but it is mystery 

for those who fall into the present reality of the Mystical Body. 

In the committing of the sacrament of marriage, the Church has ordained committed symbolic 

acts, for example the weddings settlement on the couple heads, exchange of rings between 

engagers, wine tasting during the service. 

Epistle to the Ephesians, although it is a letter in which The Apostle Paul reinforces teaching 

about the Church, however, in It we found teaching on marriage and unity, updating the text in 
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Genesis 2, 24, "For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife 

and they shall become one flesh" (Eph. 5, 31), St. Paul says that marriage is ordained and willed by 

God, thus putting agrees with the words of the Lord Jesus Christ "But since the beginning of the 

creature, God made the male and female and they twain shall be one flesh: so they are no longer 

two, but one flesh "(Mark 10, 6-8). 

Man and woman from the creation, are attracted to each other and complement each other, 

outlining the monogamous marriage (I Corinthians 11, 11). Man and woman are one body, created 

by God: "As the woman came from man and the man came from the woman and all things are of 

God" (I Cor 11, 12). The man and woman by divine graceare are divinely, discovering the 

indissoluble connection between the spouses throught the perfected unity and the unity of the 

Trinitarian Persons. It is love that calls for perfected union through marriage, the two, male and 

female. 

The characteristic principles,  equity, conjugal love are alterity, reciprocity and 

exclusivity. The Church blessing given by the priest minister is not a finding of consent spouses 

but it is act of prayer and church community participation unit two. Through the Sacrament of 

Marriage it destroys egotism. 

Celibacy in the New Testament, it is recommended that the opportunity to serve God alone, 

but not disgrace the family. The Apostle Paul, although recommended virginity, suggests the 

unmarried and widows, if they can not restrain, to marry (I Corinthians 7, 8-9). 

At the origin of life is the family and the marriage lies to its foundation.  The first and 

most essential act in the founding family is the association of two free beings to live together 

and to be co-sharer in all. Both husband and wife have an obligation to care for the sanctification 

of both. Christian marriage is for holiness body because the body is the "temple of the Holy Spirit" 

(I Cor 6, 19). 

The marriage and family are as the settlements and major structures of existence. Family, as 

a global institution, put at the life service is the first laboratory in the development of human 

personality, place in whichwas born the first neighbor idea. Men and women express the two 

ways of being human. Man was created to exist in a dual relation and, considered in itself, 

does not feel complete, is looking for one for fulfillment and creation. Through the Sacrament 

of Matrimony is born the family as a micro-church. 

The marriage responds to natural impulse, the spontaneous inclination which is in 
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man to consent to a common life, to form a permanent and exclusive union with the opposite 

gender island, everything from a first need stated in nature. The spontaneous feeling is 

insufficient. It needs to be nurtured the virtue of love with divine grace ensuring successful 

marriage. The two genres are complete spiritually and physically, through their union, being a 

human monolith. The marriage frees man from the state of solitude, isolation and separation, self-

centered, predisposes to overcome its own limits, abandoning himself to move the center of 

gravity toward another, giving himself. 

Marriage and family are two dynamic realities ce comprising human life in 

relationship and have emerged with history. Cohabitation of man and woman is a divine 

institution which has its beginning with the creation of mankind as the greatest mystery of 

creation. The first family was based in Paradise, having as a priest and witness God 

himself through words: "Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth" (Genesis 1, 28). 

God created man in the plurality of persons,  which implies the distinction of genders, 

masculine and feminine. The two aspects of man are inseparable divine thinking. God 

created the woman from a heterogeneous material, but from man's body to be shown the 

unity of human nature, essentially identity of the two: "No man is good to be alone on 

earth to do like help him" (Genesis 2, 18).  The man and woman are created for each 

other, one from the other, two halves of the same whole, one being the origin and 

purpose. 

In the Sacrament of Matrimony fundamental remains primordial love between man and 

woman. Proofs are the many examples of canonized saints who were married. On these married life 

not prevented them from reaching the heights of spiritual.  Throughout the calendar year were 

passed several saints married confessing that the cross is redemptive and sanctifying marriage. God 

thought, willed and created positive family. Human reality before the fall is essentially 

married. 

Woman in Christianity, it is an object of the man to have as he , but a companion, 

equal in honor and worthbecause in Christ there is neither male or female, but all are one (Gal. 

3, 28). The women took an active part in the ancient Church: The Blessed Virgin Mary 

(Luke 1, 26-38), Elizabeth (Luke 1, 6, 1, 41-45), Anna (Luke 2, 37), Mary and Martha 

(Luke 10, 42, John 11, 5), Mary Magdalene (Mark 16, 1, Luke 8, 2; John 20, 1, 20, 2, 20, 

11-16), Tavitha (Acts 9, 36), Lydia (Acts 9, 36), Priscilla (Acts 18, 26), Phoebe (Romans 16, 1), 
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Julia (Rom. 16, 15), Maria (Romans 16, 6), Lois and Eunichi (II Timothy 1 5), Euodia and Sintihia 

(Philippians 4, 2). They have accompanied and helpedthe Apostles in their journeys in their 

evangelism work (Romans 16, 3; Corinthians 19, 5). 

Mixed marriages were a separate chapter on the issue of conjugal union.  From the Old 

Testament shows that Jews were forbidden to marry with those of another nation or faith unless 

they went to the Jewish faith (Deuteronomy 7, 1-4; Joshua 23, 12-13, Ezra 10, 10-11, I Corinthians 

7, 39). Canaanite peoples were unaccepted to conclude marriages because the practice of idolatry: 

Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. The aim of halting these marriages was that 

Hebrew people are not attracted to idolatry and thus be removed from his special mission (Exodus 34, 

15-16). Jews Daughters could marry Egyptians and Idumeis which live together with them, just as 

the third generation (Deuteronomy 23, 7-8). Regarding the the marriage of Christians with the non-

Christians, the nations Apostle banned it completely (I Corinthians 7, 39 - "The woman ... is free to 

be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord "II Corinthians 6, 14 - "Do not be bound together 

with unbelievers foreign yoke, For what do righteousness and lawlessness accompanying? Or what 

sharing does light have with darkness? ". In the Orthodoxy there have been numerous discussions 

on mixed marriages. Sacrament of Matrimony church regulations forbid the celebration of another 

faith, and priests who do not comply with regulations are penalized if they did absolution Hierarch. 

the Orthodox Church, by stewardship, allow the marriage between Orthodox and heterodox, with 

the main requirement as the religious service to be committed by an Orthodox priest and other 

statutory conditions are met - canonical. Marriage is the second tolerated by divine right (Romans 7, 

2-3, I Corinthians 7, 39) and the canonical (canon 72 Trullo) only as a remedy against sin, 

debauchery and poor human nature. 

Impediments to marriage are classified in two absolute and relative categories. The absolute 

obstacles are ordination, vow of chastity, the third marriage existance, distinction of religion, 

existing the marriage of a spouse, the lack of the legal age for marriage, lack of free consent of the 

intending spouses, Insanity, kidnapping and Lent. Relative impediments concerns   preventing 

contracting marriage between certain individuals who are in a physical or spiritual kin, up to fourth-

degree relatives. In addition to physical and spiritual kinship or religious, there are obstacles and 

moral kinship based on engagement clasp church and adoption act. 

Although the marriage is for holiness Christian body, as the "temple of the Holy Spirit"   

(I Corinthians 6, 19) there are various forms of destructuring current characteristics Sacrament of 
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Matrimony by adultery, divorce, second marriage, abortion, contraception, prostitution, 

homosexuality, pedophilia, and more. 

The consummate of the marriage bond is the relationship between Christ - the groom and the 

Church - His Bride. (Matthew 22, 1-14, Revelation 19, 7.9, 21, 1-2). Union in marriage is superior 

to any type of connection. At the wedding at Cana (John 2, 1-11) was founded the first "Christian 

couple" the miracle's turning water into wine. 

The Sacrament of Matrimony binds many popular Romanian customs and habits, 

emphasizing the close connection between the Romanian and faith in God. Romanian people was 

born Christian. This confirms the Romanian history from its genesis to the present. It is found in the 

folk tradition of many paramiotics units results of the most sensitive aspects of Christian teaching. 

In the Romanian proverbs sacrament of marriage is the richest highlighted, compared to the other 

Sacraments, by putting a strong emphasis on its popular spirituality. In the Romanian proverbs we 

encounter issues related to the need marriage, definition of marriage, Founder marriage, grooms, 

prerequisites and obstacles, engagement, form committing matrimony, effects of marriage on 

spouses and their descendants image of the ideal family, the pain caused by the passions of one of 

the spouses, relations between relatives, divorce husbands, remarriage of divorced or widowed and 

habits wedding. Romanian Proverbs concerning marriage, reveal a deep perception of the world and 

life in a Christian sense, reaching the depth of Christian teaching regarding the sacrament of 

marriage. 

The marriage was established by God from the creation of the full human, male and female. 

By the fall of the first people the sacredness of marriage deteriorated, discovering during the pre-

incarnate Christ as mere institution set, without gracious foundation . 

After committing the redemptive work of Christinstitution of marriage was raised to the rank 

of Holy a Mystery all the primordial creative power Trinitarian. 

In the actuality, the Sacrament of Matrimony is fully understood, but is not the full externalize 

failure to comply candid wedding sacredness of the whole mankind. This lack of respect is a result 

of indifference and spiritual relaxation of Christians and numerous challenges and attacks on the 

indissolubility of marriage. 
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